Center for Performance Assessment
“Unwrapped,” Standards-Based
Performance Assessment Template 

FIRST DRAFT
Grade Level:  9-12
Targeted Content Area(s):  Visual Communications I
Unit Topic: Adobe PhotoShop 

Authors: Amber Kosar
School, District, and State: Elkhart Memorial High School, Elkhart Community School Corporation, Indiana
Phone and E-mail (Preferred, But Optional)

Assessment Title:


Overview of Performance Assessment: (Summary of the assessment with a brief synopsis of each task; approximate time needed to teach and assess tasks = ______) 

Task 1 Getting To Know The Work Area
Task 2 Working With Selections
Task 3 Layer Basics
Task 4 PhotoShop Project                    **Performance assessment takes place
Full Text of Standard(s) and Indicators(s) in Targeted Content Area:

H.9.1 CREATE artworks that demonstrate skill and understanding of different media, processes, and techniques.

H.14.2 DEMONSTRATE the ability to create works that integrate media, processes, concepts, or sign systems (i.e., sound images or words) of other art forms.
H.10.1 DEMONSTRATE thoughtful revision and refinement of original work based upon reflection upon critique, practice, and research.

Related Interdisciplinary Standard(s) and Indicators(s):

H.11.1 IDENTIFY connections between visual arts education and potential job offerings in the community.

“Unwrapping” Content Standard(s)
Grade Level and Content Area: 9-12 Visual Communications I
Standard(s) and Indicators by Number:

H.9.1

H.14.2

H.10.1

Concepts:  Need to Know About Adobe Photoshop
· artworks that demonstrate skill and understanding of different

· media

· processes

· techniques

· ability to create works that integrate 
· media, 
· processes, 
· concepts, or
· sign systems (i.e., sound images or words) of other art forms
· revision and refinement of original work based upon 

· reflection upon critique

· practice

· research

Skills:  Be Able to Do
· CREATE 

· skill and understanding of different media

· processes 
· techniques

· DEMONSTRATE 
· ability to create works that integrate media, processes, concepts, or sign systems (i.e., sound images or words) of other art forms
· thoughtful revision and refinement of original work based upon reflection upon critique, practice, and research
Topics or Context: (What you will use to teach concepts and skills—particular unit, lessons, activities)

· See tasks below. 

Identifying Big Ideas from 
“Unwrapped” Standards and Indicators
1. Artworks done with PhotoShop should demonstrate skill and understanding of the different selection tools.
2. Artworks done with PhotoShop should demonstrate skill and understanding of resolution and resizing images. 
3. Artworks done with PhotoShop should demonstrate skill and understanding of layers and how to rearrange them.
4. 

Essential Questions Matched to Big Ideas 
to Guide Instruction and Assessment
1. A person with a basic understanding of PhotoShop should be able to demonstrate what skills?
2. 
3. 
4. 
“Engaging Scenario” Planning 

Include elements of an effective Engaging Scenario:

Situation: You are the art director for a major tabloid magazine and need to design the cover of this week’s issue.
Challenge: A major news story just broke and your magazine is the first to get the images. This story is so hot it’s going to make the cover. You will need to create the cover of the magazine with images and headlines.

Student’s Role: Art Director of a major tabloid magazine


Audience: 20,000 readers, aged 18-25 (classmates)


Product or Performance: Submit a magazine cover

Engaging Scenario (Full description):

The editor of the major tabloid magazine that you work at just called an emergency staff meeting. A major news story just broke (see story options) and your magazine is the first to get the images. This story is so hot it’s going to make the cover. You have one week before the magazine needs to go to print and hits newsstands. If your cover design receives good reviews and high sales, you will be a candidate for The National Magazine Awards, which is considered the highest award in the magazine industry.
Task 1 Planning Guide (“SQUARE” – Key Elements to Include in the Design of a Standards-Based Performance Task)

Which STANDARD(s) and Indicators Will This Task Target?

Standards targeted in Task 4.

Which Essential QUESTION Will This Task Address? 

Essential questions will be addressed in Task 4.
Which UNWRAPPED Content Knowledge and Skills Will This Task Develop? 

The following content knowledge and skills are being introduced and practiced.
CREATE artworks that demonstrate skill and understanding of different media, processes, and techniques.

DEMONSTRATE the ability to create works that integrate media, processes, concepts, or sign systems (i.e., sound images or words) of other art forms.

What APPLICATION of Learning Will This Task Require? (What will the students actually do or produce in this task?)

Short lecture and handout about the work area in PhotoShop.

Complete Classroom In A Book Tutorial 1: Getting To Know The Work Area and review questions.

What Instruction, Information, and RESOURCES (including Technology Connections and Related URLs) Will Students Need First? 

· Work Area Handout

· Adobe PhotoShop CS2 Classroom In A Book
· Computer with Adobe PhotoShop CS2

What Individual EVIDENCE of Learning Will This Task Provide? (How will you know by the work students produce what they have learned relative to this task?)

Tutorial and review questions will be completed correctly.
Task 1 Complete Description (The Full Details of What Students Will Do in This Task)

Answer the following questions as you complete Tutorial 1: Getting To Know The Work Area.
1. Explain how to open files in PhotoShop.

2. Identify where the menu bar, tool options bar, toolbox, Adobe Bridge button, and floating palettes are located in your work area. 

3. Explain two ways to select tools in PhotoShop? Explain how to select hidden tools?

4. Explain three ways to zoom in/out. 

5. Explain three ways to deselect a selection.

6. What is the tool options bar used for? What are palettes used for?

7. Explain how to undo a single action. Multiple actions.

8. How do you access context menus? Give an example of what they are used for?

9. Where does a complete list of palettes appear?

(An alternative could be to go to each student’s computer and have them demonstrate each of these.)

Task 1 – Scoring Guide 

	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Progressing
	Not Yet Meeting Standard(s) and Indicators(s)

	9 out of 9 review questions correct
	7.5-8 out of 9 review questions correct
	6.5-7 out of 9 review questions correct
	5 (or less) out of 9 review questions correct


Task 2 Planning Guide (“SQUARE” – Key Elements to Include in the Design of a Standards-Based Performance Task)

Which STANDARD(s) and Indicators Will This Task Target?

Standards targeted in Task 4.

Which Essential QUESTION Will This Task Address? 

Essential questions will be addressed in Task 4.

Which UNWRAPPED Content Knowledge and Skills Will This Task Develop? 

The following content knowledge and skills are being introduced and practiced.

CREATE artworks that demonstrate skill and understanding of different media, processes, and techniques.

DEMONSTRATE the ability to create works that integrate media, processes, concepts, or sign systems (i.e., sound images or words) of other art forms.

What APPLICATION of Learning Will This Task Require? (What will the students actually do or produce in this task?)

Short lecture and handout about the selection tools in PhotoShop.

Complete Classroom In A Book Tutorial 5: Working With Selections and review questions.

What Instruction, Information, and RESOURCES (including Technology Connections and Related URLs) Will Students Need First? 

· Selection Tool Handout

· Adobe PhotoShop CS2 Classroom In A Book

· Computer with Adobe PhotoShop CS2

What Individual EVIDENCE of Learning Will This Task Provide? (How will you know by the work students produce what they have learned relative to this task?)

Tutorial and review questions will be completed correctly.

Task 2 Complete Description (The Full Details of What Students Will Do in This Task)

Answer the following questions as you complete Tutorial 5: Working With Selections
1. Once you’ve made a selection, what area of the image can be edited?

2. What key on the keyboard do you press to add to a selection? To subtract from a selection?

3. What key on the keyboard do you press to reposition a selection border? To select from a center point?

4. Explain the difference between the marquee tool and the lasso tool.

5. How does the Magic Wand tool work? What is tolerance, and how does it affect a selection?

6. What tool do you use to move a selection? What key on the keyboard do you press to make a duplicate of the selection as you move it? 

(An alternative could be to go to each student’s computer and have them demonstrate each of these.)

Task 2 – Scoring Guide 

	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Progressing
	Not Yet Meeting Standard(s) and Indicators(s)

	6 out of 6 review questions correct
	5 out of 6 review questions correct
	4 out of 6 review questions correct
	3 (or less) out of 6 review questions correct


Task 3 Planning Guide (“SQUARE” – Key Elements to Include in the Design of a Standards-Based Performance Task)

Which STANDARD(s) and Indicators Will This Task Target?

Standards targeted in Task 4.

Which Essential QUESTION Will This Task Address? 

Essential questions will be addressed in Task 4.

Which UNWRAPPED Content Knowledge and Skills Will This Task Develop? 

The following content knowledge and skills are being introduced and practiced.

CREATE artworks that demonstrate skill and understanding of different media, processes, and techniques.

DEMONSTRATE the ability to create works that integrate media, processes, concepts, or sign systems (i.e., sound images or words) of other art forms.

What APPLICATION of Learning Will This Task Require? (What will the students actually do or produce in this task?)

Short lecture and handout about layers in PhotoShop.

Complete Classroom In A Book Tutorial 6: Layer Basics and review questions.

What Instruction, Information, and RESOURCES (including Technology Connections and Related URLs) Will Students Need First? 

· Layers Handout

· Adobe PhotoShop CS2 Classroom In A Book

· Computer with Adobe PhotoShop CS2

What Individual EVIDENCE of Learning Will This Task Provide? (How will you know by the work students produce what they have learned relative to this task?)

Tutorial and review questions will be completed correctly.

Task 3 Complete Description (The Full Details of What Students Will Do in This Task)

Answer the following questions as you complete Tutorial 6: Layer Basics
1. What is an advantage of using layers?

2. How do you hide or show individual layers?

3. How can you make artwork on one layer appear in front of artwork on another layer?

4. How can you manipulate multiple layers simultaneously?

5. When you’ve completed your artwork, what can you do to a file to minimize the file size without changing the quality or dimensions?

(An alternative could be to go to each student’s computer and have them demonstrate each of these.)

Task 3 – Scoring Guide 

	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Progressing
	Not Yet Meeting Standard(s) and Indicators(s)

	5 out of 5 review questions correct
	4 out of 5 review questions correct
	3 out of 5 review questions correct
	2 (or less) out of 5 review questions correct


Task 4 Planning Guide (“SQUARE” – Key Elements to Include in the Design of a Standards-Based Performance Task)

Which STANDARD(s) and Indicators Will This Task Target?
H.9.1

H.14.2

H.10.1
Which Essential QUESTION Will This Task Address? 

1. A person with a basic understanding of PhotoShop should be able to demonstrate what skills?
Which UNWRAPPED Content Knowledge and Skills Will This Task Develop? 

CREATE artworks that demonstrate skill and understanding of different media, processes, and techniques.

DEMONSTRATE the ability to create works that integrate media, processes, concepts, or sign systems (i.e., sound images or words) of other art forms.
DEMONSTRATE thoughtful revision and refinement of original work based upon reflection upon critique, practice, and research.

What APPLICATION of Learning Will This Task Require? (What will the students actually do or produce in this task?)

Students will create a cover for a tabloid magazine by using selections from multiple photographs and combining them on different layers. The key here is exaggeration…but believability!

What Instruction, Information, and RESOURCES (including Technology Connections and Related URLs) Will Students Need First? 

· Complete Tasks 1-3 with proficiency
· Internet images of tabloid magazines
· graph paper

· Computer with Adobe PhotoShop CS2, Adobe Bridge, and Internet
What Individual EVIDENCE of Learning Will This Task Provide? (How will you know by the work students produce what they have learned relative to this task?)
Student created artwork will show evidence of using the selection tools proficiently to select parts of multiple images, resizing the images, and arranging the different layers to create a believable image. Images must be high resolution for print.
Task 4 Complete Description (The Full Details of What Students Will Do in This Task)

-View examples of tabloids (do a Google search) for ideas.

-Do 6 thumbnail sketches of your ideas on graph paper. Get teacher approval BEFORE you use computer.

-Bring in color photographs (your own photos or photos from books, magazines, etc.) to scan, take digital photographs or use the stock photographs in Adobe Bridge (File> Browse). Photos from the internet may be used but must be high quality and be approved by teacher before use.

-Open the photos in PhotoShop and save in PhotoShop format (psd) or TIFF format before you start editing.

-Create a new 8 ½” x 11” document in PhotoShop. Choose a horizontal  page orientation.

-Using the different selection tools, select parts of each image you’d like to use.

-Combine the selected images on different layers in the new document. 

-Edit and arrange the layers so that the hoax image looks believable. 

-Add shadows, lighting effects and/or change the color saturations.
-Add the title of the magazine and headlines on separate layers and arrange.
Task 4 – Scoring Guide 

	
	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Progressing
	Not Yet Meeting Standard(s) and Indicators(s)

	Objectives
	Student EXCEEDED the objectives (see project sheet objectives).


	Student met ALL of the objectives (see project sheet objectives).


	Student met MOST of the objectives (see project sheet objectives).
	Objectives were not met (see project sheet objectives).



	Composition
	Student creates a dynamic and exciting balance of elements and principles.


	Student created an interesting balance of elements and principles.


	Student needs to work on balancing the elements and principles.

	Balance of the elements and principles is very weak.



	Craftsmanship
	Craftsmanship is EXCELLENT. It is clean and in excellent condition.

Medium was used correctly and with advanced skill.


	Work has MINOR craftsmanship issues
Medium was used with some skill.


	Work has MANY craftsmanship issues, such as poor image quality, blurred images, text not aligned, etc.

Needs practice with medium. 


	Work is sloppy and/or unfinished.

Does not use medium correctly.



	Originality
	Work is very exciting, creative and artistic.


	Work presented is unique and original.


	Work mimics examples of others
	Work is not original or is copied.



	Personal Best
	Student works independently.

Student uses class time effectively and uses Success Period to their benefit.


	Student works on assignment, but gets off track at times.

Student uses class time effectively
	Student needs prompting in order to stay on task.

Effort needs to be encouraged.


	Student wastes time

Student needs constant reminders to stay on task and distracts others.




Teacher Reflections at Conclusion of Performance Assessment:

1.
What Worked? What Didn’t?

2.
What Will I Do Differently Next Time?

3.
What Student Work Samples Do I Have for Each Task? What Scoring Guide Examples of Proficiency Do I Have for Each Task?

4.
What Field Notes Can I Provide for Other Teachers Who May Use This Performance Assessment?

The Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Cognitive process 1: To remember
To remember is to retrieve relevant knowledge from long-term memory.  (Anderson, et al., p. 67)
Verbs associated with this level: tell, list, define, label, recite, recall, retrieve, name, record, relate, recognize, identify, retrieve, describe, examine, group, locate, match, say, show, tell, write. 

Cognitive process 2: To understand 
To understand is to construct meaning from instructional messages, including oral, written, and graphic communication. (Anderson, et al., p. 67)
Verbs associated with this level: Interpret, clarify, paraphrase, represent, translate, exemplify, illustrate, classify, categorize, summarize, generalize, infer, conclude, predict, compare, contrast, match, explain, construct, differentiate, distinguish, reorganize.

Cognitive process 3: To apply
To apply is to carry out or use a procedure in a given situation. (Anderson, et al., p. 67)
Verbs associated with this level: Apply, execute, carry out, implement, use, construct, implement, model, display, illustrate.

Cognitive process 4: To analyze
To analyze is to break material into its constituent parts and determine how the parts relate to one another and to an overall structure or purpose. (Anderson, et al., p. 68)

Verbs associated with this level: Differentiate, determine, discriminate, distinguish, focus, select, organize, integrate, outline, structure, deconstruct, solve (a problem), experiment, investigate, deduce, attribute, connect, ascertain. 

Cognitive process 5: To evaluate

To evaluate is to make judgments based on criteria and standards.  (Anderson, et al., p. 68)
Verbs associated with this level: Check, coordinate, detect, monitor, test, judge, critique, appraise, criticize, defend, justify, assess, prioritize, award, convince, discriminate, order, rank, recommend, support.

Cognitive process 6: To create

To create is to put elements together to form a coherent or functional whole; reorganize elements into a new pattern or structure; inventing a product.  (Anderson, et al., p. 68)
Verbs associated with this level: Make, generate, hypothesize, plan, design, produce, construct, compose, formulate, invent, develop, refine, produce, transform, originate, test, execute.

Works Cited

Anderson, L. W., et al. (2001). A Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching, and Assessing: A Revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. New York: Longman.

Bloom, B. S., et al. (1956). The Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: Handbook I, Cognitive Domain. New York: David McKay.

SAMPLE STUDENT ROLES 

FOR PERFORMANCE TASK DESIGN

Advertising
Journalist

Applicant
Judge

Architect
Jury Member

Artist
Lawyer

Athlete
Musician

Autobiographer
Newscaster

Biographer
Parent

Business Person
Photographer

Campaign Worker
Photojournalist

Cartographer
Playwright

Cartoonist
Poet

Character, Book/Movie
Police Officer

Chef
Reporter

Citizen
Researcher

Coach
Set Designer

Collector
Software Developer

Consumer
Speech Writer

Consumer Advocate
Stock Broker

Contractor
Student

Curator
Teacher

Detective
Textbook Publisher

Editor
Tour Guide

Engineer
Travel Agent

Executive
Tutor

Famous Person
Farmer


Inventor

SAMPLE STUDENT PRODUCTS 

FOR PERFORMANCE TASK DESIGN

Advertising Campaign

Anthem

Anthologies

Autobiography

Brochure

Business Letter

Business Plans

Committee Board Members

Consumer Newsletter

Debate

Designs for Experiments

Diorama

Ecosystem

Eulogy

Fable

Fashion Show

Film Review

Food Critique

Friendly Letter

Graphs

How-To Directions

Inventions

Journals 

Judge’s Decision

Lab Report

Lawyer’s Argument

Maps

Observation Logs

Panel Discussion

Personal Narrative

Persuasive Letter

Models

Movie or short film

Museum Exhibit

Newspaper

Prequel

Proposal

Puppet Show

Quilt

Reaction Paper

Scrapbook

Sculpture

Short Story

Slide Show

Symphony

Tall Tales

Technical Manual 

Travel Journals
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